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VFD Installation

Input AC Power 
• Circuit breakers feeding the VFDs are recommended to be thermal-magnetic and fast-acting. They 

should be sized based on the VFD amperage. Refer to “ACTECH SMV VFD” on page 46. See 
installation schematic for exact breaker sizing. 

• Every VFD should receive power from its own breaker. If multiple VFDs are to be combined on the same 
breaker, each drive should have its own protection measure (fuses or miniature circuit breaker) 
downstream from the breaker. 

• Input AC line wires should be routed in conduit from the breaker panel to the drives. AC input power to 
multiple VFDs can be run in a single conduit if needed. Do not combine input and output power 
cables in the same conduit. 

• The VFD should be grounded on the terminal marked PE. A separate insulated ground wire must be 
provided to each VFD from the electrical panel. This will reduce the noise being radiated in other 
equipment. 

ATTENTION: Do not connect incoming AC power to output terminals U, V, W. Severe damage to the 
drive will result. Input power must always be wired to the input L terminal connections (L1, L2, L3).

VFD Output Power 

• Motor wires from each VFD to its respective motor MUST be routed in a separate steel conduit away 
from control wiring and incoming AC power wiring. This is to avoid noise and crosstalk between drives. 
An insulated ground must be run from each VFD to its respective motor. Do not run different fan output 
power cables in the same conduit. 

• VFD mounted in ECP: A load reactor should be used and sized accordingly when the distance between 
the VFD and motor is greater than specified below. The load reactor should be installed within 10 feet of 
the VFD output:

208/230V - Load reactor should be used when distance exceeds 250 feet.
460/480V - Load reactor should be used when distance exceeds 50 feet.
575/600V - Load reactor should be used when distance exceeds 25 feet. 

• VFD mounted in fan: The load reactor should be sized accordingly when the VFD is mounted in the fan.

208/230V - Load reactor is optional but recommended for 15 HP and above motors.
460/480V - Load reactor is optional but recommended for 7.5 HP and above motors.
575/600V - Load reactors are required for all HP motors. 

• If the distance between the VFD and the motor is extremely long, up to 1000 FT, a dV/dT filter should be 
used, and the VFD should be increased by 1 HP or to the next size VFD. The dV/dT filter should be sized 
accordingly and installed within 10 feet of the output of the VFD.

208/230V – dV/dT filter should be used when distance exceeds 400 feet. 
460/480V – dV/dT filter should be used when distance exceeds 250 feet. 
575/600V – dV/dT filter should be used when distance exceeds 150 feet. 

• Do not install a contactor between the drive and the motor. Operating such a device while the drive is 
running can potentially cause damage to the power components of the drive. 

• When a disconnect switch is installed between the drive and motor, the disconnect should only be 
operated when the drive is in a STOP state. 
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